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Pragmatic Ironosals’~'l7

. L] ) .‘ l - i . . “.
1 As amizus curiae I present the case for a liberal education coupled "

* .

-

' with rofessional, (as distinguished from skills and techniques), preparation ﬁ

»

- for pos1tions in the broadcasting industry.. ] .
‘ 'f
What we have to Judge hereJ is not a simple trial of a plaintiff versus %

-

defendant. The dispute over education ﬁor broadcasting cannot be reduced to -

an either-or proposition - a choice between technical, skills-oriented train-
‘ 5ng~and‘the,"indirect approach”,;which tends’tqﬁelimlnateﬁbroadqasting,pourses
ERR o i . . " R . '. ) ) . . : . . ..-. “_ . o
'altogether.' Maurice Shelby, for example, seems to-consider Television and
/ R

- .

Radio as Social and BehaV1oral Sciences.;‘

[ «

/

Nbr can we take refuge in a’simblistic compromise combining the two posm~
v i ‘o,
o tion% 1nto a both-and solution wherein a hhotgun marriage between the two is .

effected. Unfortunately, at least my own experience and that of colleagues

Y l

holding dual roles as both professors -and radio-TV practitioners indicate that

the progeny ‘of such a mating ‘tend to be either stillborn, defﬁrmed or, if ",
1 .
'4merg1ng somewhat.whole {they live to cu53 out their alma mater and disavow :

vfgheir parentage. While such a hybrid education-training appears to do a qpite

adequate job of preparing students for entry occupations infbroadcasting, it

4 1

does not tend to prov1de them W1th the knoml:/?e and understanding of pripciples

‘necessary for advancement to positions on th high T, more responsible levels .
o . - K y . . ) o “ t‘\ L e
in our medlum. o ¢« _ | !

, i such an indictmentwcan be Justifiably leveled against the combination
Jtechniques-plus-liberal arts approach, how much.ﬁore fairly-can it be centered

against the COncentration on techniques itself! Begides, any university ‘or

/
college deserving of its status_is ‘inclined to’Lonsider khe techniques program'
unworthy of consideration. e co o ? !
- . / Ay .
An Aprll 26, 1975 Billboard maga21ne arti le, cited by Avery in his- summer

-’




- vacuum tube that blew out years agoﬂ'

-

{Pragmatic Propqsalsa} 2

-' ‘ . T "i'u
recent graduates of college courses in, broadcasting label them as "totally

ineffective except for those portions of courses that are taught by 'disk Jockeys,

s L %

RS
‘program directors, salesmen, and managers (who) constantly da guest stints for
college radio courses,'” Their verdict' " 6l1ege profeSSors eXist in some radio

-as they move from the role of-gradun 'ng seniors into the.industry'itself. As

: seniors, they rate their college e u&’tion ds an aid or hindrance to findiq”a

-

'.Job "But as the years pass, thére are indications that students develop a* 3

- broader understanding of what was* attempted on their behalf."3\ That.would seem |

- b

 to suggest that the worth of theory courses and liberal artd oourses, providing

a broadening outlook “becomes clearer as broadcasting alumni cliﬁﬁ\the tTungs of

the” ladder to professional positions where‘perspectives and insighxs beyond ' -3.

. . . : _ \'\
what “hands on“ courses provide, are needed. oo ' N

- s - . : "" . \\ P
Perhaps that accusation that "College professors exist in some radio vacuum

4
tube that blew out year:)ago” is not entirely gratuitous. Ben Bagdikian cites
Some 25 futurists, all

expertise, to the\effect that the electronic media are so rapidly changing their

e
nternationallyarecogn%ged authorities in their areas of

perations and°society itself;ghat we seem to ‘be undergoing a revolution in :

ja—y

communications technology and its effects on_us all , One conclusion of these

' futurists, Weighted with implications crucial for us, is that practitioners in

“the field are finding themselves of neceSSity, continuously "retooled" on their-

o e , P . o ,
Jobs. ' Y- :/ ! e
. . . N v . . / . ~“

/(
Continuously improved and increaSingly complex equipment appears on the

~

‘d market each year, Amyone wandering through“the equipmeut displays at’ dur NAEB

v

t

conventious would have to be blind and deaf to miss the)astourding rapidity with

. -

: which manufaeturers are inundating the industry with new goodies for their delight

N

and dollars. - },‘ s _;ﬁ S f : d.ﬁ“’;,i'vi b‘f /
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S Broadcasters find themselves hard put to 3dapt, ti:he possibilities ;o'f. -

i '°automated,audio recording, playback and editing equlp

..

£; 1mproved cameras,

television switchers, videotape recorders, CMK editors and computer graphics -

T

. O

units that can do almostgeverything but neproduce themselve 53, automatic 1ogging,,'

schedulingh accounting, b111ing and availability-indicating nachines - plus the,&y
myriqd of other ¢'ophisticated novel devices of broadcast production.. I the N

° ] - R

practitioners in' the field are hard put to keep up w1th technical advances

. ) creatively, imaginatively and product1Vely, how mucﬁ-hbre difficult is 1t for

PO Y

_ us “who purpbrt to teach a professional content-founded and not Just "effects .
. m . 3 . . . ) . ) ‘.“v

.

happy" use of these goodies? L : '., | f'l ;n ’ ] '.; g.

o ‘The writer presumes to testify from the perspective of one enabled by his "
- O
_ employers to maintain a foothold 1n.the broadcasting 1ndustry almost without

N ‘ interruption during his yearo of college-level teaching. . Erom lgSBlto‘1966 he

»

was superV1s1ng director of a commercial TV station and; siﬁce'1967 haS'beenli,

producer director of weekly half- hour and hour-long programs\over the superbly

. . 0.

equipped and staffed South Carolina ETV network. 'He also marntains constant N

liaison with commercial broadcasting V1a opportunity to.sit in.on the monthly “

* -

meetings of the board of directors of the state broadcasting association..\The ]

o

headquarters of SCBA is 1ocated in our: University of South Carolina College of

. . @ . ,: R -
s A"-‘Journalism w1th the department head of broadcasting,as Executrve Manager of the
) . BN A —'u‘ﬂ . .

assbciation. Station managers allow feh opportunitres to paSs for reminding us
: " . B . Q

how quickly outdated our qualifications to teach broadqasting cbzrses would lv

- - /
[y

become without our continuous relationship w1th the g01ng$-on in radio and v

/

stations* Perhaps that s why students tend to find deeJays, peedees newsmen

salesmen, and managers as guest lecturers more relevant ‘and valuable than us

W1th all our vaunted credentials. B _‘ R ¢

»

Maybe, then, we ought not to feel inclined to react totally negatrvely to

~

the charge of "existing 1n some radio\vgcﬂum‘tube that blew out years ago.”

B ) 3
. . .
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'Admittedly the charge needs to be reduced to something less than ad equivalent to

- ;grand larceny, nor even petty larceny, but to some -form of misrepresentation,

. Y r'e .

nonetheless, if'we cannot supply evidence of recent acquaintance with the internal
status o%ybroadcast operations in our communities. Need one dare\suggest the

danger of assuming that there is subh a thing as a “typical“ radio or TV operation?

. Need one dare suggest further the utility qf attempting to'keep up with the pro-

: fessional field by exclusively or predominantly relying on reading religiously

¢
keeping up with equipment and te hniques is all that.difficult, little wohder thenf ,

the various publications for andJAbout broadcasting and broadcasters? So, if Just

the swing in broadcast educatio .to humanism.and the liberal arts. . {?*'

Exhib!t.A in the brief .cou tering the claims of this position is the’ keynote

]

speech of;pne‘of the, most resP cte former professionals and professbrs in : .
| ‘1br adcasting given.at the'19Z- convention of the BEA in C!hicago.e Few will doubt I
;the competence of €Charles Sie mann to testify here. Siepmann charged“broadcast
. education to be little more han an enlistment and training\of young . people for
;f"Athe media dedicéted first;

.

.society the loser. The con ention T sponded with a standing ovation. The writer/ﬂ,»

always and above all to the almighty dollar with e

: .timadly'challenged this relegating us all to something wonge than uselessness with

. the question. "Doesn t an education at le?st 737\in the - liberal arts’ and 25%

. a
!;professional training in broadcasting prgduce the kind of entrant you seem to 1ook

for to’ bring about an eventﬁal turnabout of the media for the bcnefit of soqiety?

'His answer implied that t e media as they ‘are now. séructured and oriented were

°
° o K &

h beyond such salvation. n short, Dr. Siepmann was telling us that broadcasting

S o o §
education was not only a exercise.in futility. It was a novitiate for licensed

L

PrOStitution. o a8

-

No doubt, a damagi g case can be built against the products -~ both graduates

+

- c
and their'programming.7~"%f our’ broadcasting curricula. No mord,persuasivev, et

Lo

»> .
IS
N
.
o)
>
oy -
R .
Lo
~
L3
v
&
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) 'i:x ‘ Isn t such usage an 1ndictmenﬂ‘;f our Journalism and Broadcast curricula
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o’

- evidence can~be advaneed ?ih the writer's thinkingﬁ than‘exampleﬁ such as these -

'gleaned from‘the UPI and AP radio w:res. “Food prices Jumped 14 5 per cent in l;

each of’ the past two years e s . ConSumers may seg food prices go up only 4 to 5

A [

5
per. cent in 1976." (Find your wallqk consoled by that ”only“’in that - sentence?)

” [
14

Or try this as a revelation of broadcast-writer humaneness. “The Zodiac has S

'boasted of killing 13 'persons, but police havedpositively linked the kxller to

_only five murders."G‘ Finally, this prize des erving indication o?‘human sensitivity
7b7of one of our products writing for Newsweek ‘ "Last Labor Day weekend . . ; Dup‘to_~
-725 auto deaths were pred}cted but’ o;ly 612 persons actually died 70 Lest one'
'assume these merely occasional?instances of gross callousness, a count of the :'

number of editoria1~slanting "onlys" Heard on radio and v will ptoduce shock '
A ‘ .

before loss of count. A ‘ T _ R

“r

i‘i'for their failure to inculcate sensitivity to values -- human suffering, property, '

. nnnetary, and even life? Mbreover, isn t Siepmann validsin scoring the rapidity
S ¢

;Wlth which our students leap 1nto the rat race toward success in broadcasting eyes

-

opened simply to what W111 produce advancement and economic rewards most quickly

-, -

- and closed to humanitarian responsibilities and obligation

)

Tiemens supplies his prescription for a cure.g "Our obJectives should be” qW '

educate each.student to maximum.potential (for making) intelligent decisions in .
using the media to promote a free, hagmoniOus and democratic sdciety
' vNow;if the jury were presented W1th no more.evidence than this, the case for

.the humanities and liberal arts as the exclusive preparation for the broadcasting

: profes91on would be verily irrefutable. But, it is the brief. here that, regardless

. of how. devastating a. biPl one can draw up against broadcasting courses, practical

\ :
realities in the real world must motivate receSs of the court before assuming a .

ust,verdict has been'reached. -




a

'Tiemans specified |how to'implement hie ideall : "It isynot a question of

whether mass communica_ions programs should t ach skille or theory. It is a -

. * dquestion of what constitutes a proper mix of ekill-oriented coureee and theory—

1
-

oriented\c;urses. Lt L _ - o ’ ”Q
’ Mbtio suppbrted! With reuervatione about what is meant by “theory And, '

g it enough to look at the "mass audience to otudy the«communication proceosee

-
R

within that conte%§r7
Introduced into evidence 13 the philouophy of the American Council on

- ‘Education épr Journalism which "requires the broadest kind of knowledge and

- K -

experience o o e ACEJ accrediting standards recommend that only about one-fourph

of your college work should be in profe351onal Journaliom and those courses should

‘ be concentrated in the last two years of a four-year program ‘. “. The liberal ‘
education W111 prov1de the base for your profe551onal education in Journalism e o

You may agree that the combination of professional and liberal arts and sciences .

is_superior to a straight liberal arts program. It has.beenka common experience\
’ K ’ - : ’ -

that students with.a‘brgfessional education in g;urnalismlnot}only start with a

distinct advantage over students without that gpecialized training, they stay

.

well ahead of them."10 ;
Change the word “Jqurnaliem”;to Ybroadcasting education” and the thesis
‘ , . :

o - _ _ .
remains equally valid. Besides, just as -Joutnalism and journalism education had

- to g0 through a "green eye-shadek]stage“g so too apparently mist broadcastfng.
o . " ) ¢ . . . C ] .
*But the time for attaining maturity is long overdue. N
- The crux of the case rests in the term “professionalism,"” in its original

&

definition. -Included is the fact that_one's entry into aAprofeeeﬁon-is normally

% .
via a college degree. Subsumed also is recognition-that implied is an. area of

~» 24

humane actxvzty 1nvolV1ng a se1f~1mposed and self-regulated code of eth1cs governing

what is tonsidered by the total membership as nnrally acceptable practice not to be
1
. , . n

‘




__“q”’(Forestall the objections of "plugola" and "payola"!'«The writer "under'oathﬁ

-
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_circumvented'for whatever motive, In addition,'professional.used to mean ""baged on

" sound principles from fields of knowledgewbasic to the fie d e oL e

rhetoric, 1nterpretation, semantics, theater, aesthetics, and the psychologies.
~on a golid liberal arts foundation is a whole series of new textbooks akin to L

'ples outlook,. Examples? Bettinger's misnamed Television Technigues, (now out of -

E ekpansion and validation of the frontiers of its knowledﬁe and techniques via

‘casters of lengthy experience and respectable attainment into our graduate schools

‘ avoid having meqély\technical expertree no matter hov. impressive, to offer.

In turn, graduateghegree granting instltutlons may have to raise the age limits

&, s . : - x

a-

Broadcasting derivea its principles\from, (besides, ethics and literature~, - [

4

B

of attentlon, 1nterest, motivation, and audlegces. These areas are, at 1east, b

central - : o o i"o B '7f1‘£7
! . @ : o,

A major need for achieving a professional education in broadcasting based

classic texts in film, theater and public address, which reflect a basic-princi-

-

print), Zettl.s Sight, Sound and Mbtion, Lewis TV Director-Interpreter~ Bretz | RS

and Stasheff's Television Program chapter two ‘of Hyde's v and Radio Announcing.

P o R . . . ;
pleads innocent.) . S ‘ L L - e et

f Obviously, no profession can survive, much less progress; without continual

expepimentation, research; -and cross-checking by its practitioners and theorists.- .

Therefore, a second important requirement is’a continuous nflux of broad-

»

i
in pursuit of the doctorate qualifying them to be profes310nal broadcast educators.w.

Ogly by’ securing the academic credentials of a genulne professional can the many

current noteworthy ‘practitioners appealing at our portals ‘for teaching positions o

C 4

currently barring admiss1on to more mature candidates.r Admirable the motive may
be in other fields to favor the younger applicant for the doctorate so that sbciety

may profit from»his degree for thevmaximum number of years pOSSlble. However, in

9 : . ‘ ) : . L




‘ P .?x?ragmatic,Propcbalsj;.B‘ S e S M
. ' e : i . e ' : - & ' ' )
broadcasting, ‘the peropective of yearo of direct experience combined with the
r
doctorate proves ~-=ag’ 1n other profeooiono in whlch the public io‘patLent~ client,

. eonsumor or audience -— the most nearly deoirable eompooite of qualifications com+
pri81ng the truly profesoional educator._"‘ o 'a

;' {;i‘ In oummation, a few facto gleaned from NAB conwentiono and a 26-yearﬂ o
eontemporaneoue eareer to date‘in broadcaoting and broadcaoting education need )
be cited 'Broadcabt managemento -~ whether. cbmmerciallor non-commercial -— tend
to"congider their prime reoponsibilitieo to be to their ources of ;inancial

3

. support. While pressurea appear much greater on commercral broadcasters, no..’
! .r . o - W

managemento are exempt from the nced to fulfill theit obligationo toward ﬁheir

: fundere, the PCC and the public. . RAS o .‘f-

B
S - e * ’

T ’Theoe preo sures on.the broadcaoters, in turn, redound upon ug to help manage-

'1, - -

mentc to realize their obligatione and : ineecapable goals.u Haxo%d Niven 8 lateot

’ é.g aurvey shows us- graduating some’ ZL times as many broadcaot magore as U, S. Bureau

q§ Labor Stat co figure" show the induutry can aboorb annually through the
¥
reet of the. seventies.; Almoot;lg 000.otudento in their junior and senior years

/w,»‘-.

o 4Thge, broadcasting progrnms that fail to equip their-otudento with‘profesoionalv

" o, "7'\‘

' training will find their graduates looing out on the job market.to schools turning.

out.mere techniciane -and operatorS./ ‘ -

~

-

equal—employment-opportunity recorde. That pressure is not only to hire on the

flowest levels but to place minority and women graduates in upper level ranks..

- . )

:Broadcasters -are looking to us for uuch students, ready not only to step 1nto an .
’entry position but with the professional training that will enable their prOmotion
" to creative and oupervisory POSiLiOnu. Hence, graduates without professional

education w111 be literally "ehort*changed "

. 11
_of college are lioted as broadcast maJore while some 3,800 JOb“ open up each year.

Secondly, the FCC is eyertin%/heavy pressure on broadcasters. to 1mprove their_
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Thlrdly, witness Thomas Aﬂulnas' ""Nemo dat quod non habet.” "No one gives .

.

what he does not have." Self'evldent enough& But are we faclng up to the 1mp11ca- E

tlons of that trulsm for. us? Witness George Bernard Shaw. "Those who can; do.,.

< : . . ‘e
. a

Those who can't, teach Thase who can't teach cr1t1crze.” ,‘ -s; ‘ ' L

- : : .
' Lt

. Hence, the wisdom of the- ages, desplte sc1ent1st1c deeotlons to the contrary,

attests to the need for students to enter the broadcastlng 1ndustry with some

2 N f R )

marketable sklll if they are to flnd ready -entree 1nto lt._

“

Moreover, a student lacklng qual;flcatlons for an entry occupatlon W111 not

.8 e . L

find opportunlty avallable in an a1ready overcrowded market to exercise academic

o
. .
¢

'; acumen: and abillﬁies wh1ch generally f1nd expres51on ‘in hlgher 1eVe1 po31t10ns of

creat1v1ty and dec1s10n-mak1ng. e '*‘-« "., ,‘.W'Aﬂyq'J'~;w } ”'L~5 : S

LI

Not sustalnable is the obJectlon that a 51zab1e number of broadcasters in a:

. factor1a1 1nvest1gat10n preferred 11bera1 arts tra1ned graduates to broadcast-_ ;
] p - .
trained graduates.12 Welser prov1des contradlctory test;mony. His survey of ,

1

" managers of the state of Ohio d1scovered that the1r "prlmary conbern 1s W1th meetlng ;

‘the xmmedlate needs of (the1r) operatlon, -and " (they) 1ook for people to meet those

«

: : 1 4
neéds."; Furthermore, broadcaSters, like pOllthIanS, are not above saylng what

’ . L

* they th1nk theﬂhollster and the1r constrtuents want to hear. Managements ‘more *’

-3 B o

flrmly held att1tude 1s,expressed in their f1rst questlon to appllcants.o "What ff
experlence and tra1n1ng do You have’“ T }$ ' o e ;' C e

i - . . .-
. .. o

leeral arts courses; are” frost1ng on the cake the daézllng g1ft wrap wh1ch v

_:-'r«

makes a proferred product more attractlve but not appetlzmng enough w1thout the

;professlonal (and not merely technical) qhalltles deemed 1ndlspensab1e.

.\.

Without profe331ona11sm, ‘the work of broadcast educatlon gnads is 11ke.:_ . ;{;

E that of‘instrumentadlsts‘and_not muslclansgx The notes are alls there but’the;giA’
‘,mUSIC isn't;- - r" &D L f' :; “. s {,i-j | ;-;, A : R _';55 ’d
...... ‘ The prosecutron rests.. The verdiet‘is_yours}ft:f 5; '?k, | ' t

, . e . . .
. | e . . Tr-
N . e, . . . . . . .
. W - 11 S -
g - . . L
. .
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